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Owverture and beginners

It's June 1923. A coal barge surges through the
canal at Townhead, Kirkintilloch, under the
wooden hump-back bridge, 1o join the 1wl
Clydesdales that, freed from thewr haul, canter up
the hillfrem Hay s boatyard and down towards the
Hillhead basin.

It's warm. On the towpath, wdly waiting for the
barge to pass. a miner from Meiklehill pre sits on
his hunkers beside a moulder from the Lion
Foundry. The grocer's Doy pushes his heavy
parrows over the cobbled Cowgats.

Swing doors of the pubs are silent. They ve been
shut by probiition=-but not abandoned. Dwners
expected 'business as wusual’ n & few months

It's Jume 1923 in Kirkinuilloch.

Onthe other side of the canal a squatting rmoner
puffs impatiently at his pipe. He tugs from his
pockel the single sheel Kirkintloch Herald and
studies the pigeon results, He'd taken 30 birds 1o
Carlisle a week ago-and not a single winner
amangst g homers. He reads the numbers, one
after another, ke Prermum Bond numbers. No
luck.

His eve slips over the small type at the foat of the
column. =

MEETIN( Feor those ioter-
ested in formatlen of soclety
for music and drama. Boy
Bcout Hall at T7.30.

For thraa young mer o Kirkintlllagh the evening
was anly the beginring. They were three young
men about 1o cnange the social habits of ther
home town

Alex Ban was 21, 3o, oo, was Dawvid Sinclair.
Bill 31. Clair was the eldest, in his thirties. Young
men about iown. Whth it i every sense. They
regularly caught the tramn from Back o Loch
station to Glasgow 10 see 1he 1g1est play o the
Aoyal or Kings

Abex imparticular was already drama daft. He'd
appeared in Scout skelches, produced by Alec
Ogilvie, @ man he greatly admired.

The same Alec Ogilwvie had washed the originai
Players Club 1o start in 1908, But the First World
War killed it stone dead. Now they were
sltempling 1o raise the flame once agam

Together they had approached Mr. Dan
Cameron, gowner of Andrew & Cameron
Enginesring Works at Relwnside for Fis business
acumen, and Alec QOgiwvie for his slage expanenca
The two seniors agreed 1o help, The stage was set
in the Scout Hall in Luggebank Road, where the
Police Staton now stands

The chair, under a piciure of Baden Powall, was
ready for chairman Dan Cameron, Then the
Kirkintilloch Players ran inta their first crisis, even
before they ware barn, & wire from Shetfieid, Dan
Cameron detained on business. Aegrets-but he
couldn 1 e 1haere
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Bill "5t Clawr

The Prayer wiilien by Bill 51 Clar

Barbara Casaeis

ce Tork T

In a panic Alex Bain |obbied any senior in the
hall 1o deputise. They all sriled and said. "You do
it, Alex.” S0 he did. Alex explamned that he and his
friends wanted to see more drama in Kirkintilloch,
Not only that, they wanted to take part in it. They
wanted to dévelop a club where everyone
interested in drama and music could meet to
discuss common interests and develop their
ialents.

The committes was chosen, Dave Sinclair, Dan
Cameron |President). One after the other names
were proposed and accepted. The list closed.
Suddenly a mamber of the audience stood up and
said, ‘But Mr. Chairman-youw are not on the
committea!’

Consternation. They'd forgotten to elect Alex
Bain. Fortunately one member insisted on
standing down 10 make a place for him. They
chose for secretary, Miss Barbara Cassels, a
well-known local singer. She played a key role in
the formative years. Inexhaustive energy and
viality. ldeas and imagination. An exceptional
orgamser who kept a first-class minute book.
Babs' perfect records were the text book for all
future Players' secretaries.

Ancther woman on the committee was Miss 4.
C. Graham, a school teacher at Townhead, A real
character. First with ‘bobbed” hair style in
Kirkintilloch. In the twenles that caused maore

stir than & mini in the sixties or the maxi in the
Savenies.

They were just some of the committes that
waited behind in the Scout Hall that night after the
first meeting. They looked at Alex Bain ‘Righit,”
said Babs Cassels, the most forthright. ‘Here we
are. What now?’

What now indeed? Alex Bain had the answer
ready. His mentar, Alex Ogilvie, was the man 1o
consult for the next move.

He had once produced a play Our Sops. A
viciorian melodrama, The newly-born Players
decidaed to pick two casts for the play, Whichever
did it best would put it on at the Guide Hail in
CQueen Street.

For weeks they laboured and vied with ana
another. Then came the great week Prabably the
maost disastrous in their history. It was the flop of
the cenury, Too amateurish, Forgotten lines
Badly organised. Badly performed,

The Players cancelled their performance an the
night of the dress rehearsal, But it taught the
Players three vital lessons, Humility, organisation
and preparation.

Mever again did any member knaw it all’, Naver
again was the grgamsation behind the scenes not
uptathe people on stage. Mever again was a badly
prepared play put on stage, Now they got dowwn to
serious work. Each member weant off with a



handful of one act plays o read. After a fortnight
they had a meeting, Mook Trial by Jury Wopped the
list

They ware invited (o use the wee annexe hall in
St David's Memorial Church. They cast Bill St
Clair, Dawe Sinciair, Dan Cameron (Judge), Jim
Fyfe, Jack Torrance, Alex Bainand a host of othars
for the show,

Then they get down to the hard slog of
renearsal. Thev < :cided the language of the play
wias 100 51U 30 thay half learned, half adlibbed
their lines. Hut they rehearsed adlibs night after
might.

Their committee members begged and
borrowed costumes, sold rickets, made props,
bought new gas mantles (and plenty spares) for
the church hal.

They lashed two violimsts and a drummer into a
frenzy of enthusiasm. Every ticket was sold tor the
greal mght. And a great night it was, The nall was
packed. The audience, starved of local plays over
ten years. hung on every word and received the
Flayers with rapturous applause,

The drama of Alex Bain, Dave Sinclair, Bill St
Clair and thi others was off the ground. The date
was January 11, 1324, But where did they ga from
there?

After the inimial success new members were
slow to come forward. The Players were regarded

PAVILION, KIRKINTILLOCH

1Fradend Masages -0 A S MasELID & BE M
Un Sunday. Ith November, 195 @1 8 pm,

i
Grand Concert

Al OF
THE REDDING PIT
DISASTER FUND.

Tickets and Pengrammes gefied by 10 MacLesd, Limiei
Rirkinasiach. |

Carnyranses for Ariises kiodiy supplied by Grahem Brow
Elrkssiillock.

with more than slight suspicion. Too arty-crafty
Bohemian set. Fast livers.

And the Subl-6/-. A fortunal

In that first year they even lost one af their first
members. He resigned because of disciplinary
acbion’ over his irreguiar attendance at
rehearsals,

Bui one event happened that lirst year that gave
the Players new sights for their targets. The
Redding Pit Disaster near Falkirk-40 minars died,
leaving 300 dependants. There were no peNSIoNS
or Social Security for those widows and orphans.
Collections were put in motion all over the
country. The Players was one of the first
organisations (o mowe,

They put on a concert in the Town Hall, George
Mackie, who'd formed the Players QOrchesira,

prepared one half of the programme with
vocalists, The Players presented the one act play
Tili the Bells Ring for the other hali of the
programme,

Several hundred pounds were raised for the Pit
Dizaster Fund, From that day the Players never
Igst enthusiasm for helping charities.

They bartled their way through the twenties,
with play after play, hanging on firmly to ther
fannful audiences. They even ventured a foreign
tour” to Kilsyih 1o play Are youw & Mason? in the
local cinema.

Strong stuff indeed. Too strong for Kilsyth.
While the Players didnt get the bird, it soon
became avident the regulars would rather have
hadtheirsitent films than the talkie Kirkie Players.

They weran't slow to make ther wishes known|

But that was anly a forerunner of what was to
come, They ventured further afield to Talleross,
Falkirk, and Airdrie. They even antered the
Scottish Community Drama Festival for one-act
plays i 1928 The team selected travelled o
Glasgow. But they travelled no further on that
partigcular road 1o fame,

In 1929 the club made ther first broadeast fron
the Glasgow station. They pilayed
Dr.f. P. Cowan's (the well-known local docior)
The New Provast

Barbara Cassels, Alex Bain, Ber: Monigomery
and Bill 5t. Clair were all in the cast, Whal a
turn-up it cauged in Kirkintilloch. All the garages
wWere over-run with foik wantng their
accumulators charged for their battery
‘wirglogses’. The following year Bill St. Clair added
further to his local reputation when his own play
The Prayer was produced by the Players

* * -
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GCLASGOW ROYAL INFIRMARY

KIREISTILLOLH 'S AMMLUAL EFFORT GMh
ITS BERALF.

Cilasgow Wivgl Infirineey, whose wirk
mealth.reasring  avessy e wel] ke
saflers [Comn an g, ofF blesllessoe
i aF Wy ¢ il B chronwally

wp. LEpsditide iy AlwEva M6 oXOese
upaane, A0d - §o eEaude  that Use B
patisal shall oo succamb, (sEriodi EFTIOe
Jasions ol bhod in the fupm ol cash ol dhe
falm are smpmrative

The aoous) - bbevdeeg " ef  kirksmtilhgh’=
francrally.-healie  citmens 13 #oW Beoie
o g e ‘'l tragsivsion opefatied B the

hamds of o akilled sagpeon o of shoft dutation,
gt Korkisaelioeh, o0 gspeaes, is o be = loeed **
for & momih, WWe e assured, bowever, that
e operation will oot le paiobel, but peasamr,
and the public need Bave no gqualma abuut
' peeing the lme™

A szarts will be gandg with a whist drevie aad
dence in she Mimoes lostvivwe on Tharaday,
Ay inatasl, and koarkimeilloel woll pd L out”
of the ' leeches’ ™' hands watil Sewrday, ZHh
Aptil, when the programme will coschude, ws
hecvicdore, wilh & parade, sreet collechion,
and caroival damce. =

T hire will, of eoirme, e much * blading &
latwonn 1hése dabes The rI3e; mature o ihe
mithods io be applivd 1= 1o be decsded am bl
& oessiiag which, as wiil le seen From ifll"f-
in this issae, s to be beld in the Vlavess” LUloa
Rocma Oxford Sipes, to-nkekht ar 8 pons,

At the the managers of ithe Hial
Infirmatv. Righfnilipch Plavers’ Club lasve
sgain aodertaken the orgapisation ol the

drive " on behall of that desetving
itstitulwe, hat ther e hoping o hove ac
on  bewmser  oocasicns, the  eathusiasic o -
pratation ol oiber organisaliansg am the down.
A cofdial joviation s extended Lo mwdilads
of these organisations tn be prcsent a0
night's meeting.

Me. “Rebert Cumeming and Mre.  Haree
Miller, whe wite associated = joint comvenors
fwg veard agno, Tesuyme collaboration, the lasies
awe having ageesl 19 undertake the ditess o
mullicaty manags which he disshargee] e
war.  The seermarial wirek will - be m e
bends o Mise Harbara Uassels. .

The sum of £330 reved st vear [ a moe
ceptfabation from Kickinbibssl, amd L
mistets of thia vear's propramine are B
cnonrth ta Beiwevs st ehis Agun- will T osus
Fasecd wn Lthis oocasion

¥

AAoler itcdl record was set up on Safurdav,
when the Kiskinulloch Mayoms' Clob, interest-
g themselves on behalf of the Roval Infr
nary, saised & sam of over SUW ip one afier.
maon. The previcus recocd  was that of last
vear, when S170 were, vaised,

e

Charities Day means little to most folk in
Kirkintilloeh mow. But inthe ttirties it was the day
of days, thanks to the Players, It grew out of their
work for the Redding Pit Disaster Fund,

In 1925 a handful of members in weird
costumes (1hose Bohemians againl) paraded in
Cowagate collecting money for the Glasgow Royal
Infirmary. They raised £170. The following year
the Players were invited to undertake the
orgamsation of what became the famous
Charities Campaign,

Under the convenership of Messrs. Robert
Cummings and Harry L, Miller the first big etfort 1o
help the Roval Infirmary {no State medicing| was
launched. Almost every other grgarisation in the
lown joined in the big effort.

What was it ail? & mass fancy dress parade of
ower 100 adults and 200 children from Lairdsland
School to Woodhead Park. A midnight matinee in
the Black Bull Cinema, A Fancy Drass Bail in the
Town Hall that lasted ull dawn. Living indeed!

Memonies of the parade still inger on. Just ask
any aver-40 ‘native’ The Pipe Band. The Brass
Band, Decorated floats, horse drawn and
merchandised. Dancing, prancing, gay voluntaars
inthe most bizarse and colourful costumes, all the
way up tha Cowgate rattling their cans

The Chartes Commuttaa dreamed up the
Mararagah of Qofnaspoof, The Mad Fire Brigade,
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the Cawrrve Royal Flag, the Temperance Hotel
Ghosts-and many other spoofs.

Mad fun? Perhaps. But thair etfarts raised
£3,200 tor the Royal Infirmary,

Much of the money went to endow a bed, where
it i5 1o this day in the Roval Infirmary, Above it
there is a plague which says, ‘Something
attempteéd, something done’,

Many membars of the Players, and Kirkintilicel
townsfolk, have reason to bless the day that bec
woins endowed

* * *



But umes moved on. So did the Players. By the
#arly thirties they had almost fifty plays under
their belt. From Joe Corrie’s The Hoose on the Hill
1o Murder on the Second Floor.

They were growing fearless and ambitious
Thera was nothing they wouldn 't tackle. But they
needed more room. So they moved inle an old
weaving shop and Lifeboat Hall in Victenia Street
As usual, the Plavers’ “silent majority’ knocked
dowr walls, built stages, painted. sawed and
hammered-gnd scrubbed-unul they had a
first-class rehearsal room and Store

They bought the Lifeboat Hall in 1937, But alas
they weren't allowed 1o slay there for long. WWhen
war broke out in 1935 the hall was 1aken over as
an ARF post. The Town Hall was commandeered
by the Arrmy. And the boys and girls of the Players
Club went to war, many with the lecal Territornal
Lirut,

The members served on all fronts, Europe, the
Far East, Egypt. They were in the Army, RAF, and
Roval Mavy, Some of the womean wera in the
ATS-and aven the Land Army. Yet providence
spared every aone of them to return.

S0 1845 brought peace and its own cnisis 1o the
Players, Where now! Some of the members
rejoined, others had moved to different areas.
MNewoomers to the district, and local youngsters,
were eager to get cracking i the Old Vic. And the
infusion of new blood and restored enthusEsm

W Gantshore
Haben Campoe!l

had to be weided together, By whom?

Alex Ban, of course.

For their first post war produchion the Players
decided on The Nest £gg They played it in the
Town Hall, at Lennox Castle to the troops, and at
Airdrie. The Players were Dack in busingss once
more.

Bill St Clair, Helan Campball, Haywood Clarke,
Willie and Polly Cuthbert, Margery Hill and Willie
Garishore were the backbone through these
difficult ‘galling’ post war years. An inwvincible
bunch.

In 1847 the Club put on Rebecca. For the
tamous ballreom scene the Players needed
flowers to decorate the set, No tlowers, Then Folly
Cuthbert took ower. She commanded a group of
wolunteers' to make paper {lowers. She bought
hundreds of yards of crepe paper (wholesale, af
coursel}and taught even the clumsiest hands how
to fashion things of beauty.

On the opening night the audwnce stopped the
shiow with their applause for the set. Lwas a mass
of lovely flowers, a thing of beauty that's talked
about 10 this day.

Betty Ann Wilson played Mrs. da Winter, the
lead. She. too, showed the stuff real Players are
made of, She played the last night with her inger
in stitehes-after a nasty accident!

But what about real recogmuon? The Flayers

AL O T e Sesnieng F o

nad iried for so long-but had always |ust stayed on
the fringe

Their first bug break came in 1848 with Toom
&yrag. They emered it for the threa-act festival
And they won the Ciy Business Club Shield, the
first clulr to win o,

They also retamed a the tollowing year with
What Every Worman Kpows by J, M. Barre The
rules debarred them from enténng & third timae.

They weare irvited to put on Toorm Syres during
the Edinburgh Fesuwal That's anoiner stary

Alex had been producing and playing sl He
took il Thea during the sword fight scene the
castle wall began 1o fall down. Haywood Clarke
had 1o step in smartly and with his back 10 the

Ena Mllar

Haywond Claske, Heben Campbial






Progue i mesnng for Had@men $ Moose

rampart, he heid up the wall ol the fight-and the
scane endad

It was a week [0 remember. Nights at the
Festival Club atter the show-then back to 1he
“Varsity hostel inthe wee sma’ hoors. They sharad
their digs with a balletgroup. For once the Players
really weare going arty!

In 1950 Bill St, Clair and David Clarke, Musical
Director, were made life members. How well they
deserved the honour.

But Bill was by no means finished with the
boards. In 1962 he played in Hangman's Noose
which went on totake second place inthe whale of
Scotland at Inverness.

The Jewish Players beat Kirkintilloch by a
solitary point.

Now that was a Festival. The cast went up by
train and car. The sers by furniture van. And how
thay evar got together was a miracle. But they did.
Thanks mainly 1o Alex's bullying and Willie
Cuthbert's orgarusing.

Hangman's Noose was such a success that

T. M. Warson, the playwright, added a first and
second act 1o the play and had it produced by tha
Playerg as Johrie Jouvk the Gibbat,

They put it on at the town's celebration for the
Corenation i 1953, It was an henour for
Kirkentilloch Players that Tim Waison gave them
the play for Duncan Macrae had wanted it

In 1954 David Clarke died. & sad loss 0 the
Players. He'd been Musical Directer for many

years and had guided the club theough difficult
stormy periods. James Manfield took over-and the
tradition of the orchestra was secure.

Pride comes before a fall. Things had gone weil
for years. Mot a flop. Mot a disaster. The Dewil's
Diseple at Stirling changed all that, Members still
shudder at the memory. It was a great play. They
evan roped in the orchestra as @ military band for
crowd scenes. But unfortunately they fargot the
first principles-preparation

It was a long day. Haywood Clarke was i,
suffering from diabetes. Jim Wilson as the
mirnster caught his goare on a nal

8ill Wright the hangman, hanged his man
sevaral pages too soon. And so the play

chsimegrated. But net Alex Bain. He shook his
head, more in sorrow than anger-and mada his
proteges work twice as hard for the next
production,

S0 wo dud Helen Maitland with her
encouragemeant of the younger members. For al
her work, she was given the hongur of being first
woman Life Member in 1957



Aebecca  lam Hay Ritchis, Alax Basn. Margery L Hill, Basty &nn ¥ L Bill Wright, Bill St Clair




In 19583 Wille Fountaim ook over the archestra
and proceeded (o conduct it 10 a8 different tune. He
sttl drowve the orchestra over ther orchestral
hurdles, but vared it by swinging occasondlly
the madern iom. Wille conducted from nis first
lave, the plana, And created the nucleus for
today s programmes

Hea took the modermised orchestra to Springburn
and ather areas 1o play modern concerts. And in
1962 Willie played a key role in Words and Wusic,
the first eftort away from a straight play. A revue
type s0ng and dance entertainment.

Yet you couldn twin them all, Half the audignce
thought it was marvellous. The other half thought
itwas ‘beneath’ the Players. One thing is for sure,
Willie Foumtain had Players who hadn't a note in
their heads, singing. And he paved the way for
musicals in the future.

Once again it was time to move. The Old Vicwas
crammed, 70-80 members, Scenery and
costumes. Everyona tripping owver ong anathear.
Already there was 8 compulsory purchase arder
on the premisas for demalition. £350-for a
building that had cost the Players £35!

Bur where to go’

Search parties scoured the area for suitable
accommodation. They found-the Washmgmn‘

Itwas 200 vears old. [t had been a doss house, 8
odging house, a pub. a tap room, a dance hall, a
billiard room where stll active mambers
learned, as boys, how to pot the bakerl)

Some evan say Bonrme Prince Charlie slept
there! Fame indeed.

And so the Players bought the Washingtan far
EB50

Itwas the same old story, Two vears of slog, with
the handymen shawing thewr real worth to the
club. They re-jigged the tumbiedown premises

The Wasningian

with saws, chisels. and paint brushes. in 1961 the
Players mowved in lock, stock, barrel-and
CoslUMmeas.

That year the Flayers made Mrs. O, Cameron
ther first Honorary President since the war. She
was the widow of Dan Cameran, firgt Fresident.
who'd helped to found the club back in 1323,

From the Washington the club turned out twoe
three-act plays per year, plus two ane-act plays
One imRovation was that n the Washington the
club put on ther one-act plays before (heir
patrons. They'd to suffer the pains of the dummy
runs befora the public,

MNow we come to the highlights of recent years.
Remember The Fisfin 19627 Notagreat play. But
5 moment 1o remamber was the opening scene
with Johinfy Lang walking across 1he siage
playing an accordian, accompaned by Chris
Marshall with Eileen Goodbrand’s poodle

The adjudicatar didn't think much of the play
But he loved the opening scene, especiaily the
lilting French tune composed by Jahn Lang for the
occasion

In 1963 the club had its 4010 birthday. The
Players had a patron members dinner at which
William Whitelaw (now Secretary of State for
Morthern Ireland) was chief speaker. Alex Ban
was presented with life membership at this
function.

And 50 1o the Pageant. In 1964 Kirkintilioch
calabrated as T50th birthday. it had grown from a
wee hamletn 1214 10 a modern indusinal town

The Town Council wanted something soecial, to
mark the seeasien, They turned 1o the Players for
guidance. And the idea of the Pageant was born.

It was 1o depict Kirkintlloch as it wasn 1214
Than mova through the canturnies, showing the
wark and life style. Industries. Ower 50 scenes and
tableaux were written to show the town down the
years, including e histancal ‘peaks’

Mary Queen of Scats” visin 10 the tawn. The
opering of the old church (now & pubhc museum}
at the Cross. Bonme Prince Charhe's guick call a1
the nn near the Cross on NS way souin,

A piorig 1o the waler works 10 Victonan umes.,
YWomen gaing to the wash-housa with ther
bundles . There was hardly one aspect of
Kirkintilioch life owver 750 vears left out of the
Pageant

What @ mammoth 1ask il was 1o produce. The
sirkintillach Maile Voice Chard came on as
weavers, The Jurmar Choir played i 1the picnic
scene A local group of Highland Dancers helped
i erewd seenps Rew Frank Haughron, St Mary 5
Mimister. played in the dedication of the onginal
51 Mary's Church

Patignis in Woodilee Hospial made penod
furninure for the tableaux-including 20 ‘antigue’

13



... my kingdom for a horse

stonls, Priests at St Miman s Chureh supplied all
the robes and hassocks. Mrs. Bryson, a former
Lenzie Academy Arl teacher, designed and made
many of the principal costumes.

MNewver in the history of the Players, or the town,
Was 50 much co-operation given by so many. The
Town Council installed new lighting in the Town
Hail for the occasion. In fact they supplied
avarything required—on demand.

But who was goeng 1o Lig together this huge
preduction? The Town Council commissicned
Robert McLellam towrite the Pageant and Charles
Baptiste and Robwn Richardson to produce. They
couldn’t hawve chosen better,

Nessie Wilson of the Players was selected as
co-praducer when the ‘pros’ were unable 1o
attand.

All the renearsaks were inthe Washington Club
reoms. The lloor hasn't been the same sincel At
the dress rehearsal Charles Baptiste decided Mary
CQuean of Scots should arrive by horge, Someone
was sent forth o find a pony.

Mary-Messie Wilson -narvouslhy mounted the
more nervous beast. It slithered and slipped and
juddered alang the timbers of the Town Hall-with
terror in its eyes, Messie Wilson was commended
for her courage. But producer Baptiste decided
after all that perhaps Mary Queen of Scots should
arrive on foot!

Often there wera as many as 50 actors taking
part i the renearsal of just one scene. Chaos and
confusion reigned.

et when the Pageant cpened in the spring of
1984, i rarmwithaut aflaw. Many came back 1o sea
it several nmes. The Town Council generously
gave every actor and member of the slage creve a
memento of this wenderful success

Perhaps two behind-the-scanes figures should
be singled out. lan MclLeod had the 1ask of
installing the new lighting in the Town Hall. He
also created the lighting ettects tor the Pageani-a
superhuman job. But one, which when completed,
added 50 much to the fimished look of each and
every lableau.

Anrie Duthie had anather formidable task
Propery misiress, S5he begged and borrowed all
over the West of Scotland, from broadswords 1o
spinning wheels, Each and ewvery itermn found its
Wy Hurr'.e agaml

it took the Players a long time o get back to ‘old
clotnes and porridge” after the guddy henghts of the
Pageant.

In 1965 thay wera praud ¢ honour another old
and faithiul servani-Staniey Nawrn. He d beanane
of the earibest members, a past president, Now the
club made him Honorary President.

g * L4



Some shows are produced, acted and forgottén
Others somehow have a magic happy quality that
stays with those whao act and those who watch for
a long, leng time. One such show was Aed
Peppers, produced in 1965,

-A simple story of a veudeville act staged in from
of the curtain—complete with corny jokes. The
curtains open-to reveal the dressing room and the
real story of tha life a stage couple lead. Vaudeville
with the lid oifl

Bill Harris played the male lead. Hilda Howson,
the female. Bill would be the first to admit he was
barn with two left feet, But his ternific acting talent
and enthusiasm Soon overcame any tap dancing
problems.

The show was entered for the one-act festival in
Glasgow. & win. On 10 the semi-finals in Castle
Douglas. Another win. On to Troon for the final

Morman Gilzean played the part of the musical
director. Jimmy MecLellan spent nights (without
success!) trying to teach hum to conduct. Yet
Morman almaost stole the show with his zany and
enthusiastic interpretation. Even the adjudicator
reckonesd it was the best inerpratation of a
third-rate conductor he'd ever seen

Alas, even with such performances the Players
could get only second place in the Festival. But no
matter. What fun! What a show. Everyone whao
took part still says-thanks for the memaory.

* * L

Hawwood Clarke

In 1965 Haywood Clarke died. A terrific loss. He
was one of the most active members ta bridge the
pre-war and post-war years. Player, actor,
producer and past president

His talents were many, For years he played the
policeman or wilage boby in every Kirkintilloch
play. But these pars minimisad his talent. Soon
hewas recognised for true worth inmajor roles as
in Toom Byras

Possibly the greatest thing about Haywood was
the silent way hea kept his iliness to mimself, Often,
im his latter years, he must have felt like chucking
the Players. But he never did

Shortly after his death his widow Martha
started the Jumor Players=The Young Theatre
Group. It was a huge success. Forty budding
actors and actresses |all under 16) were at the first
meesiing.

Soon the Young Theatre Group had to be |imited
to that number in order 10 g ive Most youngslers a
part, They began with small one-acis in the
clubrooms for parents. But in April 1969 they put
on Toad of Toad Hall in Oxgang Primary School

Mow the Young Theatra Group put on their own
three-act pantormime ai Christmas n the Town
Hall.

Tryand gel tickets! You'll have a hard job for the
hundreds of Brownies, members-and their
parents—who love this clean, family Christmas
fun

“c



F
william Fourvisin The Bopfreng

In 1965 Willie Fourtamn retired. What a power of =
work he'd put in. He'd helped to re-organise the
archestra. He'd composed a special tune for
Johnmie Jouk the Gibbet. A ureless talented
conducior, The Players were sarry 0 lose him

But every period in tha Players’ history has
thrown up i1 own man, with his own spacial
1alent. Jimmy McLellan teok over the orchestra
and started looking for new talent. He found nich
pickings at Lanzie Academy and 51. Mimians,

He helped build up a happy relationship
hetwean the club ard these schools, The club
gladly help the schools” operatic and musical
societies-and the schools don’t mind the club
‘poaching’ ther French Horn players or violinists,
A nappy state of affairs.

Jimmy never lats his orchesira rest. He whips
them off all over the West of Scotland. Infact he's
got 1o be constantly reminded when to be back in
the Town Hall for Players productions.

Im 1966 the club again reached the finals at
Leith of the One-Act Festval. Again Bill Harnis
piayad the lead, 8 small Jewish shopkeeper this
time in The Eccentric produced by Dawvid
Cummings. Again the same result-second.

But now the new voice of Jimmy McLellan was
beginning to make itself heard. For twoyears he'd
been musical director. For teo years he'd lobbied
and persuaded and cajoled. His thema? |t's tma
the Players did 8 musical, said Jimmy
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Jimmy Melallan

One by one he convinced the commites they
could do i, Slowly the ‘opposition’ came round.
But what musical? The Players thought for their
first venture they'd be best with a professional
producer. They hired Roy Wilkie, who immediately
suggested The Boy Friend. Jimmy's wishes were
coming truel

For the first month 50 members of the club went
two nights a week to the Washington. There they
had community singing of all the numbers from
The Boy Friend. under Aoy Wilkie and Jimmy
McLellan, They learned every tune inside out,

Mext the private audinons. Each member was
laft to choosa the part he or she wanted-and learn
it, Mexi they had to give a private audition for Roy
Wilkie and a casting committee. The would-be
participants in The Boy Friend found this the
biggest ordeal of the lot.

But how they worked for their parts. Leslie
Buchanan went regularly to the home of Johnny
Lang-with five others. Slowly Johnny ‘stretched’
Leshie’'s voice until he could reach the top Note 1N
the part he wanted.

At last the final casting. Out of 45 the Players
had only to engage one protessional male dancer.
It was an experience the Playars will never

forget. Their longest-ever rehearsals. Four
months. Yet in all those rehearsals not ong
member of the cast heard Roy raise his voice. He
had the magic of making a man with two left lags
ahle to learn the Charleston.

Meanwhile Jimmy McLellan was whipping his
orchestra into shape, on alternate nights, |t was
hig idea-now he was landad with it] But he stuck
to his task,

At last in April the show was ready. With mora
optimism than judgment they'd booked the Town
Hall for @ whole week-the only time they d done
this, other than for the Pageant, Sandy Aoss was

business manager and had flogged tickets
throughout the town. But no-one could sell tickets
every night of the week. Thera were great bundles
still to go.

Then came the first night. The archestra played
the overture-The Boy Frignd, Tha curtain rose to
the girls in Madama Dubonnet’'s Schoal of the
early twenties, perfectly costurmed.

The audience sat back and tapped their feet, The
Boy Friend was a success from that opening
curtain. Word went round the town like wildfire.
By the end of the week you co uldn’t buy a ticket for
love nor Money.

The highlights? Hilda and Rowland Howson
singing and dancing, i's Never Too Late to Fallin
Love HettaLang and Leslie Buchanan singing and
dancing Fancy Forgetting. And Roy Wilkie's
never-to-be-forgotten speciality Tango Dance.

This show also gave Charles Bell the chance to
move up from the juniors to the chorus. Today he's
the club’s vice-president.

The leads were terrific. But that's only half the
story of the success of The oy Friend.

It was the enthusiasm of the youngstars, The
boye and girls in their teens, who danced and sang
and who carried the leads along on a cushion of
vitality. Meedless to say such a show ended up
with the cast party 1o end all parties in Leslie
Buchanan's house. The neighbours still talk
about it to this day.

17



Peggy and Jim Lews

Daved Cumrangs

Uown the years the club has waxed and waned on
the enthusiasm of a handful of key members. In
1967 they went into a ‘'wane’ perniod. One aiter
another key members uprooted themsealves and
moved to pastures new The loss was great.

Hilda and Rowland Howson were first 1o go.
They moved to Hale, Manchester, where they're
bath wery active in the local dramatic club. Then
David and Bess Cumming moved to York., David
left us just 8s he was making a name both as
producer and actor.

Peggy and Jim Lewis moved to Edinburgh. Thay
were the real kE'gr flgurns behind scenes in set
building and props. Bill Harns-the star of Red
Peppers and The Eccentric-moved 10 8 new post in
Manchester,

So in a short period the Players lost seven key
memberswho had acted, preduced and created, A
t@am in its own right.

It took a few seasons 1o get over this blow, but as
always, naw recruits came forward. And The Soy
Friend had been a great enthusiasm builder. New
recruits wha had smiffed the savour of the boards
in that musical came back tor more-and helped
the club through their sticky patch,

In 1967 the club made Whillham 5t. Clair
Honorary President, a position he still holds.

The following year they recognised the services
of Mrs, M. Forrest, violinist in the orchestra, by
making her a lifea mamber. Mrs. Forrast lives in

Samnsay Nawn

Kilsyth. Yet for year after year she scarcely missed
a rehearsal-despite snow, ice or blhizzard. She
retired through ill health, yet sull shows a lively
inteérest in all the affairs of the club

By now the club had well ovar 100 active
members. But each play could only use half a
dozen actors-and the same number back stage.
How do you keep up the enthusiasm of those not
selected for ‘active duty'?

After a long committee ‘talk-in” a8 new idea was
hatched-the theatre workshop. ldea was to use
the talents and enthusiasm of those not involved
in big productions. To give a springboard for those
who wanted to produce, yet lacked experience

Ta provide an outlet for those whose artistic
talent ran to poetry readings or revue type shows.
In short it was to be an expearimant theatre in every
sense of the word. The plan was to put on such a
show every two manths in the Washington betore
members and friends.

It worked. And it still works. Many of our
maembers have broadenead their experience most
usefully in the workshop.

In 1970 Stanley Nairn died. He was Past
President and Honorary President. Stanley joined
the Players in thar second year and helped riursa
them for close on halt a century, He was one of the
stalwarts in the thirties at the time of the Charitias
Day and again in the forties when the club was
fighting to re-establish itself after the war.



The following year, in March 1971, Alex Bain
died. What is there to say? He created the club. He
gave it life. It was his life and only love. Every
member was just one of Sanny's family. How he
lgwed to meet his boys and girls to talk over old
tmes, even after he'd been forced 1o move to
London through ill health

What a string of successaes he had to his nama.
He produced Aebecca and Toom Byres, two of the
mast spectacular shows ever produced in
Kirkinulloch. He could see 1alent where only a
litthe existed. He could nurse it, chenish it, teach
it-aye and ewvan bully it into producing something
worthwhile.

Eveary success of the Players has a little of Alex
Bain in it, even to this day.

In the autumn of ‘71 musical director Jimmy
MeLellan made his presence felt once more.
Another musicall The reading committee chose
Littie Me, the story of the poor little rich girl who
made good by bumping off her husbands on the
way up the ladder.

This time the club decided that Hetta Lang
should produce, Butwhat a team job it was. A cast
of ovar 40, Many of the men took thrae parts. The
stage crew were fantastic. They took par as
players whila moving props and scenery in front of
the audience. The women, as maids, helped to
shift furniture arcund.

There were sight major scenes, always
reverting back to the original. It really was &
masterpiece of stage planning and direction-and
wienl without a hitch avary night.

How did the audience react? They either loved it
or hated it. No halfway house with Little Me. Brash
andbrazen, aswas its music, Not the swaetness of
The Boy Friend but more the hard glitter of the
career film girl who never became a star.

One memorable number was Charles Bell and
Donald Rutherford singing as the Buxgrave
Brothers, a number about Chicago gangsters.

Poor Elsa Curriel She had a dozen quick
costume changes. Yet she breezed on to the stage
locking cooler and calmer after each one. A
perfect Oid Belle.

Jimmy McLellan had proved his point again. But

it cost him and his team many sleepless mghts.
They'd to re-score the whole orchestral scores
imto the instruments they had, The original scores
were for banpo, ukeleles and a dozen iNstruments
the Players orchestra didn 't have, But it was dene,
perfectly.

ens Lang president 1972/73
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Leitie Aad

Time; The Present.

1372-73 has been one of the busies! Seasons in
the club’s hustory. Here's a breakdown of one
yvear's effort

November-The Glass Menagerie (Full-length)
December-Junicr pantomime-Alice s
Adventures,

Solsgirth Theatre-0'Flaherty VC and Augusius
Does His it (Two one-act plays)

Revue at Queenzieburn School

January-Revue at Kilsyth Townswomen's Guild,

Scots Night at Kilsyth Waman's Guild,

February-The Cottage Theatre, Cumbernauld
with the two one-act plays

Abbeyfield House-One-act play

Orchestral Concert.

One-act Festival (Glasgow District). the Players
waon the City of Glasgow Trophy with
O'Flaherty VC and go on to Treen far the
Divisional Finals

March-Solsgirth Theatre-Irish Night

Just a sample of the Players at work.



City of Glasgow Trophy

In 1964 the General Commitlee began togetin
a sweat, They'd spottad that the 50th anniversary
was only four years off. They selected a S0th and
Theatre Building Committea 1o look into
possibilities ot acquiring mare suitable property
for the club

For three years they scoured the town,
inspecting old churches, Scout halls, empty
factories, any building with a roof and a flgor
Sadly they came up with the answer-tnere Wwas no
better property availlable than Washington

Mext move was how 10 /mprove the
Washington? In the summer of 72 an architect
was engaged to draw up & feasible plan to convert
the Washington into a small inimate theatre.
With kitehen, cloakroom eic. for the public.

His first costing was £29,000. By January 1973
it had increased to £34,000_ And by April the price
was over £40,000 The plans and applications for
grants were sent 1o the Town Council and

O 'Flaherty VC

Dumbarton County Council, The Club also applhed
1o every ‘arty crafty’ orgamsation in Scotland for
granis

But-no success. The Town Council have met the
Club on several occaswons and béen vary
sympathetic 1o the problem They certainly want 1o
help.

The future of theatre certainly bes in the gmall
more intimate theatre, seating 150-200. Maore
and more local authonties aré becoming
convinced that this type of theatre s viable a5 a
municipal praject.

Parhaps in the future the Players Clubmay have
the honour of operating just such a theatre in the
1o

[t's rmee 1o think on such things during the club’s
50th anmversary yvear. Bul i1's also good to
remember the fun and laughter given 9
audiences down all those years

‘Something attempted, something done says
the plague above the Players Club ped in Glasgow
Rovyal Infirmary. That has become the club motio,
albeit, unothicial

And somehow, In a new civic theatre, or the
washingion clubrooms, someathing will ba
attempted and something will be done for many
vears 1o come.
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